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Resident’s Response 

• Where we are in the planning process 

• The kind of planning that has been done so far 

• Why Khandallah has 6-8 storey apartments 

• Tell us what you want over the next 30 years 





Up or Out? 

• What did “up” mean last year? 
Walk-ups and town houses, 2-storeys shown 
(not 3-8 storey apartments) 

• What was asked: 
“I support continuing to protect character even 
though it means more people will drive and produce 
carbon emissions.” 

 



Draft Spatial Plan for Wellington City 



What happens next year? 

• If we support 3-8 storey apartments then 
rules will change … particularly in areas of 
intensification … change in amenity values 

• Such as 
 Shading 
 Set backs 
 Coverage 
 Frontage 
 Vegetation 
 Outlooks 



Actions we must take 

• Make a submission now – takes just a few minutes 

• Next year sees a formal RMA consultation, with 
commissioner reviews, lengthy and expensive 

• Once we have a new District Plan, the only recourse 
is a judicial review of a resource consent. 



To make a submission 

• Send in an email to the team, or 

• Complete a paper form and freepost it, or 

• Use the online submission process. 



What has been done so far? 

• Prior work on Housing and Business Assessment 
exaggerates the growth required 

• Some work on 3-waters 
based on an old, low-density plan 

• Education says 350 places available 
schools say they are zoned and full 

• No transport, power, roading, amenities, commerce  

• Principal quantified outputs are 
 zone boundaries 
 height limits 
 removal of parking and heritage protections. 

 

 



Our heritage branch railway 

• No NPS requirement for 6-8 stories by railway stations 

• The 1879 Manawatu railway was bypassed in 1937 and 
saved 15 minutes journey time to Porirua 

• A rapid transit system? 
Frequent – bus runs 3x more often 
Fast – bus takes 2/3 journey time 
Capacity – limited by single track, incline, curves, tunnels 
Reliability – outages and major maintenance 2022 

• So no requirement for 6-8 storeys at all! 

 



It’s all about character & value 

open space privacy landscape safety 

heritage culture architecture vegetation 

recreation noise  outlooks character 

The Management of Suburban Amenity Values, Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment, March 1997 
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The management of urban amenity 

There is a range of activities that community groups 
can be involved in, including the identification of 
amenity values for their neighbourhood, 
monitoring of changes in amenity values, and 
evaluating the effectiveness of enhancement 
initiatives. 

There need to be council facilitated forums for 
ongoing community involvement in the process of 
intensification. It cannot be left to the planners and 
developers to set the agendas for intensification. 

The Management of Suburban Amenity Values, Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment, March 1997 
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Breaking news! 

Council considers changing Christchurch's planning rules to prevent over 
intensification of suburbs 

Christchurch City Council is considering changing the district plan to prevent over-
intensification, despite a Government directive to increase housing density. 

“There are a lot of interests that do not want to see the priority focused on the 
neighbourhoods but will want to see the priority focused on the profit that can be 
generated.” 

However, Dalziel said there is profit to be had in building well-designed, well-thought-
through sustainable developments that take into account the life-cycle of the property 
and the people living in it. 

The council’s move follows a scathing report into the design of new residential 
apartments built in Christchurch’s medium and high-density areas since 2016. 

Stuff September 10th 2020 

https://www.stuff.co.nz/the-press/news/122695983/new-christchurch-apartments-criticised-for--poor-urban-design
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Why do we live in Khandallah? 

open space privacy landscape safety 

heritage culture architecture vegetation 

recreation noise  outlooks character 

Let’s build a brighter future 



Leave us your email address for more information 

onslowresidentsassn@gmail.com 

onslowcommunity.org.nz 
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