ORCA News and Views
Issue 8 – July 2021

To join ORCA, or for more
information, contact us at
onslowcommunityassn@gmail.com

Welcome to the eighth newsletter of the Onslow Residents’
Community Association (ORCA), working to improve the
neighbourhoods of Khandallah, Broadmeadows and Kaiwharawhara.

Message from the President
Kia ora katou
As I sit down to write the eighth newsletter, we have just dodged the Covid
bullet once again and are back to level 1. The weekend visit by an infected
tourist shows how vulnerable we are to a community-wide emergency. I am
so glad they had already received one vaccination.
Emergency planning and resilience continues to be one of our themes this
year. The pandemic has shown us that we don’t just need household
resilience, we also need community resilience. We have an article later on
community resilience to introduce how ORCA wants to help improve this
through the community emergency hub (see the map on the left) and by
connecting with neighbourhood support groups in each street.
The main focus of our engagement
with Wellington City Council on your
behalf is preparation for the District
Plan consultation that happens later
this year. This newsletter announces
a public meeting on significant
natural areas (SNAs) and
summarises the status of the spatial
plan as it is approved.
Finally, we have a lot of activity before we get to our Christmas Party:
•
•
•
•
•

SNA Meeting – 20th July
Road safety afternoon – 27th August
Members survey – September
Community Emergency Hub planning – October 26th
District Plan Meeting – tba

In the meantime, let’s keep safe, be kind and build a better future together.
Nga mihi
Lawrence Collingbourne, President, ORCA
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Next Event: Significant Natural Areas
July 20th: Is your garden now “Backyard Tāonga”?
Significant Natural Areas, or Backyard Tāonga, is a Wellington City Council
initiative to designate areas of significant biodiversity on public and private
land, following a directive from the Greater Wellington Regional
Council. Under the policy the Council gives reserve status to private
properties or part thereof, so that actions by the owner such as building or
clearing will require resource consent under the RMA. So far 1,693
properties are affected.
ORCA in association with the Wellington SNA Committee (WSNAC) has
invited the Mayor and representatives from the Regional Council to
Khandallah Town Hall at 7:30pm to discuss with residents such issues as:
•
•
•
•

The legal basis for the policy
Implications for the status of property rights
What constitutes significant biodiversity
The process of consultation with the wider community.

Contact: Barbara McKenzie, Ph. 970 1756 or
email mckenziebarbara42@gmail.com

Report: Transport Public Meeting
March: About seventy people attended the ORCA Transport Public Meeting
on March 16th. Chair Daran Ponter GWRC, Councillor Roger Blakeley
GWRC and Bill Guest of Karori Residents Association spoke. Mayor Andy
Foster, MP for Ohariu Greg O’Connor and Councillor Diane Calvert were in
attendance.
There was wide ranging debate on Wellington’s transport, with a large
majority wanting to focus on the status of the Johnsonville Railway Line.
Chair Daran Ponter and Mayor Andy Foster both said that in its current form
they did not consider it to be a Rapid Transit System, as defined of the
National Policy Statement on Urban Development. However, both Councils
have still accpeted plans claiming it is.
Many thanks to the Khandallah Cornerstone Trust for contributing to hosting
this meeting.

Report: Annual Meeting
April: Our guest speaker was Barbara McKerrow, Chief Executive of
Wellington City Council. She spoke on the Council’s Long Term Plan and
Spatial Plan. Significant challenges lay ahead for the Council that could
result in a 20% rates increase. ORCA subsequently made further
representation on both these plans as they moved towards approval.
The meeting went on to review the past year’s activity, accept the financial
statements and appoint a new committee.
We welcomed Martin Jenkins as Vice President, Shirley Morrison as
Secretary and Lance Pratley as Treasurer, and expressed our appreciation
to Ray Chung and Lachman Prasad as they stepped down after four years
as required by our constitution.
Visit our website at onslowcommunity.org.nz
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Focus: Community resilience
June: The ORCA Committee visited our local Community Emergency Hub at
Cashmere Avenue School and Pooja Kulkarni from WREMO demonstrated
its facilities to us. The purpose of the hub is to act as a local centre for
community support and information in the event of an emergency that is both
severe enough to knock out access by the normal emergency services and
prevents WREMO from accessing its local hub at Khandallah Town Hall.
Gaining access was the first challenge, finding the stored materials the
second and then discovering that they provided only some instructions,
stationery, a radio and a small first aid kit was the final hurdle. How does this
help the homeless, the injured and those without food and water or sanitation
we wondered? Clearly more work is required!
ORCA proposes two things to address this gap:
•

Hold a Community Hub Planning Event – October 26th
Come and join a planning evening when we will identify the kind of
support we need in an emergency and how we can connect with each
other and local resources to find what we need.

•

Connect with the local neighbourhood groups and offer support
Do you run or are you part of a local neighbourhood group in your
street? If so, please get in touch with ORCA . We want to see us all
connected together so we know where to get help. This is important
in an emergency that disables our normal emergency services, such
as in a full pandemic lockdown or major earthquake.

Focus: Wellington City Spatial Plan
June: The Wellington City Planning and Environment Committee met on
June 26th to approve the recommended spatial plan. The recommended plan
still claimed the Johnsonville Railway as a Rapid Transport System, so the 6storey zone in Khandallah was substantially the same as in the draft.
However, it said infrastructure and funding constraints mean that the
densification in Khandallah cannot be supported for 10 years.
At the meeting, Councillor Rebecca Matthews proposed that the walking
catchment around railways be increased back to 10-minutes, and this was
passed (this will increase the 6-storey zone). Councillor Diane Calvert got a
motion passed that requires officials to report back on the ability and capacity
of the Johnsonville Railway to support the planned population growth (this
should give us further opportunity to engage about it being an RTS).
For more information see the following web page:
https://wellington.govt.nz/-/media/your-council/meetings/committees/puuroroaamua---planning-and-environment-committee/2021-06-24-minutes-papec.pdf
The next step is the creation and consultation on a draft District Plan.

Visit our website at onslowcommunity.org.nz
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New Event: Road safety afternoon
August 27th: It’s time to look at another focus area for ORCA: road safety.
We are all aware of road and footpath hazards in the Northern suburbs. We
are still awaiting a Council redesign of the Station Road – Box Hill
intersection. But are there other intersections that give you concern? As our
local schools grow in size, is the safety of kids getting to and from school is
becoming an ever more important issue? Come and rehearse some practical
ways to stay safe. It’s an event for all.

Next step: Looking after our waterways
We’ve been following up last year’s waterways event with an e-DNA analysis
of Tyers Stream. Lynn Cadenhead and others collected samples and she
sent them off for analysis. These identified a large variety of aquatic
invertebrates that had not been picked up using from field studies. Sadly, no
new fish species were identified. Rats and stoats continue to be present
despite the trapping that’s been done. We have established a baseline for
more testing.
We would like your feedback and input on what we should do next. These
could include fun things like fish spotlighting as well as producing creative
signage. Tell us what you think is the best way to get the pollution prevention
messages across. If you would like to join in, please email us at
onslowcommunityassn@gmail.com

Update: Burma Rd – Station Rd footpath
Kiwirail are planning to extend the safety runoff rail out of Khandallah Station,
which will affect the path between Burma Road and Station Road. The initial
proposal was to close the path permanently, but Kiwirail and the WCC are
doing a survey to assess the feasibility of shifting the path further towards
Burma Road.
There seems to be a possibility of doing this, but these discussions are
ongoing. ORCA is representing the interests of residents who want to see
this path remain open.

Visit our website at onslowcommunity.org.nz
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Help Wanted!
We are always looking out for how we can serve our community of
Broadmeadows, Khandallah and Kaiwharawhara more effectively. Do you
have any of the following skills that you would like to use to help our
community? If so, please get in touch with us at:
onslowcommunityassn@gmail.com

•
•
•
•
•

Graphic designer for publicity
Web designer for our website
Architects, developers, planners, QS for District Plan negotiation
Diverse representation for our focus groups
Feet on the street to deliver flyers about important events.

Later this year we will be consulting with our members on your future priorities.

If you haven’ t already – why don’t you join ORCA? Membership is
open to all residents, businesses and community groups in
Khandallah, Broadmeadows and Kaiwharawhara.
Go to https://onslowcommunity.org.nz/join-orca/

If you haven’t already – why don’t you join ORCA? Membership is
open to all residents, businesses and community groups in
Khandallah, Broadmeadows and Kaiwharawhara.
Go to https://onslowcommunity.org.nz/join-orca/

Visit our website at onslowcommunity.org.nz

